Adrenocorticotropin and beta-endorphin are colocalized in the nervous system of rat duodenum.
Adrenocorticotropin and beta-endorphin-like immunoreactivities were visualized by an immunohistochemical method on adjacent serial sections of the nervous system of the rat duodenum. Perikarya lying in the myenteric plexus and stained alternately for ACTH or beta-endorphin, showed on two adjacent serial sections a co-existence of these two peptides within one and the same perikarya. A co-localization of beta-endorphin and ACTH is not demonstrated with certainty in the submucous plexus. These results may be evidence for a common occurrence of the two peptides within perikarya of the rat duodenum.